
Updates from the Harris County 
District Clerk



Welcome to the DCO’s CLE seminar

 Marilyn Burgess is your Harris County District Clerk.

 District Clerk Burgess is a seasoned businesswoman – She practiced as a CPA for more than 30 years.

 Ms. Burgess is passionate about public service and she worked as Executive Director of the Texas Parent 
Teachers Association from 1999 to 2001.

 Ms. Burgess moved to Houston in 2002 and served as President of the North Houston-Greenspoint 
Chamber of Commerce from 2002 to 2006.

 In 2018, Ms. Burgess ran for Harris County District Clerk on a platform focused on modernizing the jury 
system by launching online registration for prospective jurors, increasing the diversity of juries, and 
ensuring a living wage for the hardworking professionals that staff the District Clerk’s Office.

 As District Clerk, she is working hard to make the DCO more efficient, innovative and technology-driven. 
Ms. Burgess oversees a staff of more than 500 people.

 Just a couple of months ago, Ms. Burgess won the Munsterman Award, a prestigious national award that 
recognizes significant innovation in the field of jury service.



Agenda

 Legislative Updates

– SB 41 – Consolidating Civil Filing Fees across the state

 Includes JP, County Civil, District, and civil actions related to criminal matters

– HB 569 – Jail credit increase

– SB 181 – Defendant fines on misdemeanor drug offense cases

 Judicial Committee for Information Technology (J.C.I.T.) Updates

 Harris County DCO Website Updates



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 Relating to the consolidation and allocation of state civil court costs; 
increasing certain civil court costs;
authorizing fees 

 Summary: Consolidates civil/family new suit fees to change to $137 to 
the state and $213 to the county in all courts.  Raises county court 
issuance fees to district court amounts. Sets electronic fees to .10 
page, minimum $1; sets appeal copies to $1 per page; and electronic 
to paper conversion to $1 per page. The consolidated fees include an 
increase to court security fee from $5 to $20; jury fee of $10 charged 
on every case; court facility fee $20; and records management 
accounts consolidated to $30



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 High Level Breakdown Summary

Copies - Paper Printed per page $1.00 per page

Copies - Electronic 1 to 9 Pages $1.00 each

Copies - Electronic 10 Pages and Up $0.10 per page

Copies - Paper Converted to Electronic per page $1.00 per page

Certified Copy and Seal $5.00 each

Civ/Fam Non SAPCR New Suits 350

SAPCR New Suits 365

Civ/Fam Non SAPCR Actions 80

Family Law Actions 15

Family SAPCR Post Actions 30



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

Jury Fee

 SB 41 has repealed section 51.604 of the Government Code. Instead of submitting $40 with the 
jury request, now either party will be able to request a jury after paying a local consolidated 
civil filing fee to the District Clerk. These changes go into effect on January 1, 2022. 

 SB 41 expressly repeals section 51.604 of the Government Code, but does not mention Rule 
216. As a result, Rule 216's requirement for a jury fee will stand once SB 41 has gone into effect. 
For cases filed before 2022 that are not subject to the local consolidated filing fee, the District 
Clerk must collect the $10 fee within a reasonable time before the trial date.



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 On the Court Costs tab of our case details page, we have added a “State 
Fee Amt” column to show any amounts paid directly to the state



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 If filed and collected through eFileTexas, the state’s system will send 
only the county fees to the county and the state fees will be remitted 
to the Comptroller

– What about refunds?

 Clerks will handle any refunds for local fees and the state will handle all refunds for 
state fees.  We are still waiting on those instructions from the state

 If filed and collected through the clerk, the local and state fees will be 
collected and the county will remit the fees to the state and all 
refunds can be handled by the county.



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 File under Family – Other case type until a case type can be added to 
the Technology Standards



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 Other Case Types which are not in the Technology Standards

 If Civil, then choose Case Category (Civil – Other Civil) then Other Civil 
(350.00)

 If Family Non-SAPCR, then choose Case Category (Family Other Family 
Law) then Other (350.00)

 If Family SAPCR, then choose Case Category (Family – Parent-Other 
Parent Child Relationship) then Other Parent-Child (365.00)



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 Civil Actions related to criminal matters



Senate Bill 41 - 87(R)

 Rule 21 (f)(5)(a) – states when a document is filed on a weekend or 
legal holiday then it is deemed filed on the next business day.  
December 31st is a Harris County Holiday so anything filed on 
December 31st, January 1st, and January 2nd will be deemed filed on 
January 3rd.  This means anything filed on December 31st forward will 
be subject to the new SB41 fee changes.



HB 569 – Jail credit increase

 Relating to credit toward payment of a fine and costs for certain 
misdemeanants confined in jail or prison before sentencing.

 Summary: Amends the Code of Criminal Procedure, Art. 
45.014(e)(1)(D) to allow for defendants to pay for court fees and costs 
through time served in confinement on offenses other than the one 
they are charged with, as long as the confinement occurred after 
commission of the misdemeanor. The credit would be applied to the
amount of fine and costs at the rate of not less than $150 for each day 
of confinement.



Senate Bill 181

 Relating to the suspension of a driver’s license for persons convicted of certain offenses and 
the educational program required for reinstatement of a license following certain convictions; 
authorizing a fine.

 Adds Article 102.0179 Code of Criminal Procedure. Page 1 line 14 (b) In addition to any other 
fees and fines imposed under this subchapter, a defendant convicted of a misdemeanor drug 
offense as defined by Section 521.371, Transportation Code, whose driver ’s license is not 
suspended under Section 521.372, Transportation Code, as a result of that conviction, shall 
pay a fine of $100. Page 2 line 4 (d) A fine imposed under this article is due regardless of 
whether the defendant is granted community supervision in the case. 

 Amends Section 521.372 Transportation Code. Page 2 line 15; A DL is automatically 
suspended on final conviction of: an offense under the Controlled Substances Act; a felony 
drug offense; a misdemeanor drug offense, if the person has been previously convicted of a 
drug offense committed less than 36 months before the commission of the instant offense; or 
a felony under Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code, that is not a drug offense. 



J.C.I.T. Update

 Technology Standards 7.0 – approved by J.C.I.T. and was approved by 
the Texas Supreme Court on December 7th -
https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1453289/219151.pdf

– Changes include SB41 – one change needed was to create a new case type so 
now there are 2 case types for Declare Marriage Void, one with children and one 
without children along with various optional services fee changes.

 Also included is a statement under the Return for Correction section 
for a standard time frame for clerks to allow corrections – “The filer 
will have the ability to copy the original filing, make corrections and 
resubmit the filing with the original file date for a period not to 
exceed 72 hours from the time the filing is returned for correction.”

https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1453289/219151.pdf


J.C.I.T. Update

 The J.C.I.T. Orders subcommittee is currently meeting to discuss the 
following

– Orders submitted to Re:SearchTx

– Possible solutions to issues with the Automated Certificate of Service 

 New eFile contract begins in 2022 include:

– Self-service administrative tools 

– Improved filing experience for users with more upfront document checks –
reducing the number of filings returned for correction

– Ability to upload and transmit additional file formats

– Various updates for courts and clerks



J.C.I.T. Update

 eFileTexas 2.0 Contract is continuing work by the state



Website Updates

 Converting our website in January to a responsive design.  This means 
the website adjusts accordingly based on the device the customer 
uses.  

 High level changes include:

– Responsive to device (mobile friendly)

– Aesthetic appearance 

– Minor menu changes



Website Updates

 Menus will be in the upper right corner 
under the hamburger menu 

 Login stays on top of page

 Clicking on the seal will take you back to 
the home page at anytime

 After scrolling to the bottom of the page, 
the red arrow will take you to the top of 
the page 

 Attorney Homepage icon allows quick 
access to the Attorney Kiosk



Website Updates

 Links on top of page are shortcuts to 
content on the page

– Clicking on In-Coming Transfer menu at top 
will take you directly to that section in the 
page



Website Updates

 Quick Links has moved to the menu and 
each menu item is in alphabetical order 

 We have also added Google Translate to 
select many different languages to view 
our site



Website Updates

 Juvenile cases will be added to the Attorney Kiosk page only for those 
attorneys representing Juvenile delinquent cases after the rollout in 
January

 Future Projects

– SB 6 – most of next year will deal with SB 6 changes to criminal

– E-Hearing – continue to add enhancements 



Questions?

Presentation will be available on the e-Filing page


